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‘Miscarriages of justice have a truly devastating consequence for those who are 
convicted. It is vital the state does everything it can to prevent them from 
occurring in the first place. When miscarriages do happen the state has to 
ensure there are quick and effective mechanisms in place to correct them. 

Currently those obligations aren’t being met.’ 
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Chairman’s Report 

The APPG was formed in November 2017 to bring together parliamentarians with an interest in 
this area to work on a cross party basis to examine the structural problems within the criminal 
justice system which result in miscarriages of justice and to provide a forum to improve access 
to justice for those who have been wrongly convicted.  
 
This annual report provides details of what the APPG has achieved in the past year.  It is 
important that the group’s work is visible and accessible to the wider interested community 
which is reflected in our regularly holding public meetings, but significantly the APPG has also 
been working hard behind the scenes holding meetings with the Ministry of Justice and Criminal 
Cases Review Commission  and so this report is our opportunity to report to all interested 
parties on the important work that we have done. 
 
Our first year of operation has focussed on trying to establish connections with the key 
stakeholders concerned with investigating and fighting miscarriages of justice.  Through our 
programme of events we have heard from a wide range of interested parties who have 
significantly raised the profile and understanding of the terrible legacy of miscarriages of 
justice. 
 
During the past year, the APPG has hosted a mixture of public events and private stakeholder 

meetings enabling us to engage with a broad network of lawyers, journalists, prisoners’ families 

and academics committed to working together to address miscarriages of justice.  

The APPG has also successfully engaged several Parliamentarians across the political spectrum 

including Chair of the Select Committee Bob Neill MP and Shadow Justice Secretary Richard 

Burgon MP. I have also met with both the Justice Secretary Rt Hon David Gauke MP, and Justice 

Minister Edward Argar MP, who have been very receptive to the issues we have raised and who 

value the work of the APPG.   We also held an important factfinding meeting with the CCRC 

focussing on ways that their organisation could become more effective. 

We have done a lot in our first year, but our work has been held back due to the lack of funding 

which the group has for administrative work which would greatly broaden our reach.  Securing 

funding is a key priority for the group moving forward and I would be happy to hear from 

anyone who may be able to assist the group in this regard. 

We would like to thank everyone who has supported our work in 2018 and we look forward to 

working with you again during 2019 when we hope to make significant progress in fighting 

miscarriages of justice. 

 

 

 

 

            Barry Sheerman MP 
            Chair of the APPG on Miscarriages of Justice 
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APPG Events and Meetings 

November 2017: At the inaugural event of the APPG on Miscarriages of Justice, the "Say I'm 

Innocent" campaign presented their film Fallout, screened on the BBC, based on the post-prison 

lives of four high profile exonerees who were sentenced to death or life imprisonment. The 

screening was followed by a discussion on the major changes that are needed in the law, as well 

as the crucial services lacking for Miscarriages of Justice cases. This was led by Paddy Hill of the 

Birmingham 6, Robert Brown who spent 25 years in prison and the film director, Mark 

McLoughlin.   

March 2018: Stakeholder meeting to discuss issues of focus for the APPG moving forward. 

Attendees included lawyers, academics and NGOs.  

June 2018: Before Parliamentarians left for summer recess, Barry Sheerman MP (Chair of the 

APPG on Miscarriages of Justice) hosted victims, families, campaigners and lawyers in 

Parliament to hear from a range of speakers on miscarriages of justice. Speakers included the 

journalist Jon Robins; Michael Mansfield QC; the neuropathologist Dr Waney Squier; the 

mathematician Professor Norman Fenton; JENGBA’s Gloria Morrison; Liam Allan; and Matt Foot, 

a defence lawyer at Birnberg Peirce. 

October 2018: The APPG hosted a roundtable to discuss the Centre for Criminal Appeals 

(CCA) Six Point Plan for an Effective Miscarriage of Justice Watchdog. The meeting was attended 

by Parliamentarians including Bob Neill MP, Richard Burgon MP and Crispin Blunt MP. Nicky 

Green, brother of Jamie Green, spoke about her brother's case, which has been turned down by 

the CCRC, and representatives from the Criminal Case Review Commission (CCRC) responded to 

the issues raised by the Six Point Plan. Bob Neill MP highlighted that the Justice Select 

Committee had previously taken the view that the real possibility test should be reviewed. The 

CCRC said they would welcome revisiting whether this is an appropriate test. The CCRC also 

acknowledged that more resources were needed to enable staff to visit more applicants. After 

the meeting, the APPG Chair wrote to every member of the Justice Select Committee to endorse 

the Six Point Plan.  

Throughout the past year, the APPG chair has had several one on one meetings with 

stakeholders to listen to their concerns and experiences relating tomiscarriages of justice. 

 

Ministerial Meetings 

In April 2018, Barry Sheerman MP met with the Secretary of State for Justice, Rt Hon David 

Gauke MP, where Barry raised the lack of compensation given to exonorees who have 

successfully overturned their wrongful convictions but then struggle to receive compensation 

from the state. 

In December 2018, representatives from the APPG met with Justice Minister Edward Argar MP, 

who is responsible for miscarriages of justice to discuss concerns about the CCRC and in 

particular their low referral rate of sending cases back to the Court of Appeal for a fresh appeal 

hearing. 

 

 

 

http://sayiminnocent.com/
http://sayiminnocent.com/
http://www.criminalappeals.org.uk/news/2018/5/30/our-six-point-plan-for-an-effective-miscarriage-of-justice-watchdog


All-Party Parliamentary Groups (APPGs) are informal cross-party groups that have no official status within Parliament. 

They are run by and for Members of the Commons and Lords, though many choose to involve individuals and 

organisations from outside Parliament in their administration and activities. 

Parliamentary Questions and Debates 

Members secured and participated in several adjournment and Westminster hall debates, on 

topics including joint enterprise, the future of legal aid and people with autism in the criminal 

justice system. 

With the help of charities and campaigners, APPG members have submitted many written and 

oral Parliamentary questions, which can be found on the APPG website. An up to date list of all 

written questions can be found here. 

Through this, the APPG has exerted pressure on the government, effectively holding them to 

account and highlighted the issues which need to be urgently addressed. As a result of Oral 

questions, Justice Ministers have invited the APPG chair for a meeting.  

 

Letters 

 Wrote to the SCCRC to seek the Scottish CCRC’s engagement with the APPG. 

 Wrote to Rory Stewart MP in response to a statement he made during a Westminster 
Hall debate regarding American research on Miscarriages of Justice, and how the MoJ 

were using this. 

 Wrote to the New Zealand Justice Minister in light of the draft legislation to establish a 

miscarriage of justice watchdog in New Zealand, based on the Scottish model. The APPG 

seeks to discuss the problems and pitfalls of our own Criminal Case Review Commission, 

including the ‘real possibility’ test.  

 Wrote to both Rt Hon David Gauke MP and Rt Hon James Brokenshire MP, urging them 
to end the imprisonment of people for non-payments of council tax. 

 The Centre for Criminal Appeals’ Six Point Plan was sent to each member of the Justice 
Select Committee alongside a letter from the APPG in support of the plan 

 

Organisational 

 The APPG has established a website and Twitter account.  

 Parliamentary membership of the APPG has increased throughout the year.  
 

Future Plans 

We are very ambitious for our plans for 2019 and beyond. 

The first and most crucial point is the need to secure funding, primarily for an administrator to 

continue the good work done so far and to build on this base.  The APPG has been limited so far 

in the work that can be done in this vital area, primarily through this lack of funding.  If anyone 

is able to help the group to secure funding, they should contact the office of the Chair, Mr Barry 

Sheerman. 

As well as continuing with our programme of regular public meetings, finding new ways to 

engage with the public will be an important target for the group.  We will shortly be launching 

our website and a twitter account which will significantly raise our profile and the ability of the 

public to engage with the work of the group. 

https://wordpress.com/page/appgmiscarriagesofjustice.wordpress.com/92
https://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-questions-answers/
https://appgmiscarriagesofjustice.wordpress.com/
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The pinnacle of our work next year will hopefully be the launch of the Westminster Commission 

on Miscarriages of Justice, which will bring together an independent cross-party group 

consisting of open-minded members who, after receiving written and oral evidence, will 

produce findings and recommendations that carry authority and influence future policy in this 

area. 

 

Upcoming Events 

The Aftermath of Wrongful Convictions: Addressing the Needs of the Wrongfully Convicted in 

England and Wales- 9th January 5-7.30pm. Sign up here. 

AGM - 5th February 5-5.30pm AGM followed by public event (details TBC) 

 

 

 

 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/the-aftermath-of-wrongful-convictions-addressing-the-needs-of-the-wrongfully-convicted-in-england-tickets-53289016884

