
   
 

   
 

 

APPG on Miscarriages of Justice  

Annual General Meeting 

5th February 5-5.30pm, Rm Q, Portcullis House 

5th February 5.30-7pm, Wilson Room, Portcullis House  

 

Attendees: Barry Sheerman MP, Crispin Blunt MP, Baroness Stern, Lord Garnier, Sandy Martin MP, 

Ellie Reeves MP, Louise Haigh MP, Vernon Coaker MP, Andy Slaughter MP, Lucy Powell MP 

 

Discuss 2017/2018 Annual Report 

It is important that the group’s work is visible and accessible to the wider interested community 

which is reflected in our regularly holding public meetings. Significantly, the APPG has been working 

hard behind the scenes holding meetings with the Ministry of Justice and Criminal Cases Review 

Commission. This report is our opportunity to report to all interested parties on the important work 

that we have done. 

 

Next Steps  

Westminster Commission on Miscarriages of Justice- Baroness Stern and Lord Garnier agreed to 

consider Co-Chairing the Commission. 

  

Election of Officers: 

 Barry Sheerman (Chair) 

 Crispin Blunt MP (Conservative Vice Chair) 

 Lucy Powell MP  

 Bob Neill MP 

 Baroness Stern 

 Ellie Reeves MP 

 

 

 

 

 



   
 

   
 

 

APPG on Miscarriages of Justice  

Non-Verbatim Minutes 

Barry Sheerman MP welcomed attendees and noted that, as the APPG on Miscarriages of Justice 

moves into the second year, it is important to look at what we have achieved in the first year and 

discuss where next for the group. The APPG has grown and we now have nearly 26 Parliamentary 

members.  

Mr Sheerman went on to announce that the APPG are looking to launch to Westminster Commission 

on Miscarriages of Justice in the coming months and will need to decide which areas to focus on in 

our evidence sessions. 

 

Lucy Powell MP spoke about Joint Enterprise law, which she regards as the biggest and most current 
cause of miscarriages of justice. Over half serving life are BAME and over half are under 25. The vast 
majority of children on life sentence are there under Joint Enterprise. She was planning be meet 
with Government representatives the following week to discuss this. 

 

Andy Slaughter MP agreed with Lucy Powell and spoke about several of his constituents who had 

been impacted by Joint Enterprise. His view is that a review of the law is needed.  

 

Glyn Maddocks stated that, regarding Joint Enterprise law, the Supreme Court opened the door, but 

the Court of Appeal has closed it. 

 

Several members of JENGbA made contributions. 

 

Matt Foot, Lawyer at Birnberg Peirce who represented Sam Hallam, spoke about the recent 

Supreme Court ruling regarding compensation for miscarriages of justice. 

 

Discussion - Chance for victims, families and campaigners to put forward comments about their own 

experiences and what they want the APPG to focus on during the Commission. Below are some of 

the points made by attendees: 

 Representatives from PPMI noted that they have collected 300 submissions from victims of 

wrongful convictions. 



   
 

   
 

 The group should start at beginning at examine police failings in order to stop cases of 

miscarriages of justice from occurring.  

 The lack of legal aid, particularly on appeal, creates a two tier system. 

 Lucy Powell MP noted that it is not just about human error, but also institutional and 

cultural problems. 

 Need public mood to change.  

 Need police files to be more accessible, as well as transcripts from court cases. 

 Current lack of attention on this subject in the media. 

 The Commission should look at resources, given the MoJ has had the biggest cut of all 

government departments.  

 Difficulties in appealing a conviction when in prison. 

 Unclear lines of responsibility. No institution takes responsibility when a miscarriage of 

justice occurs.  

 Chair of the APPG wants to also focus on changing culture. 

 Need for better training when it comes to vulnerable adults.  

 Money spent imprisoning innocent people outweighs the amount which would show they 

are innocent. 

 

 


