
   
 

   
 

 

APPG on Miscarriages of Justice  

Businesses Meeting 

3rd April 2019 3-4pm, Rm O PC 

 

Non-Verbatim Minutes 

 

Attendees 

Baroness Stern, Lord Garnier QC, Barry Sheerman MP, Lord Taylor of Warwick, Andy Slaughter MP 

 

Westminster Commission on Miscarriages of Justice 
 
The Westminster Commission on Miscarriages of Justice, initiated by the APPG on Miscarriages of 
Justice, will be Co-Chaired by Baroness Stern and Lord Garnier QC. The aim of the Commission will 
be to undertake inquiries and produce evidence-based recommendations that carry authority and 
can influence policy and practice in this area. 
  
The Chairs updated members on the progress that has been made in establishing the Commission. 
 

• Lord Taylor wanted to ensure that the Select Committee, APPG, and Commission were 
working together. He also highlighted the important of prioritising educating the public and 
speaking to journalists.  
 
  

Updates 

• Campaign to end imprisonment for non-payment of council tax 

Evidence shows that magistrates have been making incorrect findings of culpable neglect or wilful 

refusal, and that there have been significant numbers of miscarriages of justice with people being 

unlawfully imprisoned for non-payment of council tax.  Ministers have agreed to meet to discuss the 

government’s approach to this issue. 

 

• Compensation 

Representatives from the APPG had an encouraging meeting with Minister Edward Argar to discuss 

the need for compensation and support for individuals who have been wrongfully convicted. At the 



   
 

   
 

meetings, attendees discussed the rationale for current legislation and Minister Argar agreed to 

consider reviewing this. 

 

• Autism and the Criminal Justice System 

Discussed supporting research on the intersection between autism and miscarriages of justice, 

working with the National Autistic Society and the Westminster Commission on Autism.  

Members supported this idea. 

 

Upcoming Events 

• In May, APPG Officers will visit the CCRC in Birmingham to learn at first-hand about how he 

Commission works and to raise any matters of interest to the group. 

 

• Innovation of Justice, 24th June 4.30-6.30pm  

The project is run with the aim of breaking the barriers between victims of miscarriages of 

justice and those who can change or influence the law. More details to follow. 

  

Other issues raised:  

• Lord Taylor: cost of trail transcripts. 

• Andy Slaughter: referenced report published by APPG on Legal Aid and upcoming debate on 

LASPO review.  


